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Report Highlights: 

On October 20, 2009, the Ministry of Health issued food shelf life regulations for all food items imported to Sri Lanka. 

The draft regulations are an amendment to “Food Act no 26 of 1980” and were notified to WTO on October 15, 2009. 

 The comment deadline is December 14, 2009. 
 

  

  

General Information:  
Introduction: This report provides a brief overview of the Food Shelf Life Standards Regulation (G/SPS/N/LKA/15) 

issued by the Ministry of Health.  

  

Disclaimer: This summary is based on an initial review of the subject announcement and therefore should not, under 

any circumstances, be viewed as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or of its implications for U.S. 

agricultural exports to Sri Lanka. 

  

Type of Regulation: Shelf life of imported food.  

  



Comments/suggestions should be addressed to: 
  

Deputy Director General 

Public Health Services I 

Ministry of Healthcare and Nutrition 

"Suwasiripaya" 

No.385, Rev. Baddegama Wimalawansa Thero Mawatha 

Colombo - 10. 

Sri Lanka   

Tel:  +(94 11) 267 4682 

Fax:  +(94 11) 269 0035 

E – mail:  codexlanka@health.gov.lk  

                   dtcs@health.gov.lk 

Important Dates: 

  

 Notification to the WTO:  October 15, 2009 

  

 Regulation to Become Effective: March 08, 2010  

  

 Comment Deadline:  December 14, 2009 

  

Products Affected:  All imported food items 

  

Agency in Charge: Food Control Unit, Ministry of Health. 

  

Note: The regulation stipulates that imported food items must have a minimum of seventy percent (70%) of their 

unexpired shelf life remaining at the time of entry into Sri Lanka.  The last date for comments is December 14
th

, 2009. 

 Please see the text of the draft regulation below: 

  

      FOOD ACT No.26 of 1980 
  

REGULATIONS made by the Minister of Healthcare and Nutrition under section 32 of the Food Act No. 26 of 1980 in 

consultation with the Food Advisory Committee. 

  

  

Nimal Siripala De Silva 

                                                                                                Minister of Healthcare & Nutrition  

                                                                                                Colombo…………….. 2009        

  

These regulations may be cited as the Food (Shelf-life of Imported Foods) Regulations 2009 and shall come into 

operation on………………2009. 

  

2. All food items imported into Sri Lanka shall have a minimum period of seventy per centum  (70%) of 

unexpired shelf life at the point of entry into the country. 

  

3. For the purpose of these regulations “shelf life” means the period between the  date of manufacture and its 

usability by the consumer during which time the product is safe for human consumption and is of satisfactory 

quality in terms of nutritional value, flavour, texture and appearance. 

  

4. Shelf life shall be expressed on the basis of Date of Manufacture and the Date of Expiry declared by the 

manufacturer of the product.  

  

5. For the purpose of implementation of these regulations, “end of shelf life” shall be taken as the Date of Expiry / 

“best before” date or “use before” date declared on the label by the manufacturer of the product, for which an 



item remains usable or edible. 

  

Finalized on October 20, 2009 
  

  

  

  

  


